
Genesis 33 “Reconciliation”

 Conflict is a natural part of living in an imperfect world.
 Conflict resolution is a skill necessary for 

reconciliation.
 Conflict is an opportunity for greater levels of intimacy 

& maturity.
 Relationships don’t put us in conflict with others as 

much as it puts us in conflict with our sinful nature. 
(Genesis 3; 1 Cor. 3:3; Gal. 5:19-21; James 4:1-3)

Verse 1-4
• It takes courage to face the issues, rather than to fight 

or flight. (Matt. 5:25-26; 18:15-17) Whether you are the 
offended or the offender face the issue.

•  Protect yourself and family when pursuing 
reconciliation.

• Reconciliation requires honesty, honor and humility. 
(Eph. 4:15,25)

• Gentleness   is always the best way to disarm a bomb. 
(Pro. 10:12, 12:18, 15:1, 25:15 James 1:19-20)

• Reconciliation doesn’t always work, but when it does 
its well worth it. (Ps. 133)

Verses 5-7
• The more I live my life for God’s honor the less my 

honor is offended. (Gal. 6:14; Matt. 10:37-39) 

• Reconciliation happens between families and requires 
grace from everyone.

Verses 8-11
• Reconciliation involves apology.
        (The Five Languages of Apology Gary Chapman/Jennifer Thomas) 

 Expressing regret - “I am sorry”
 Accepting responsibility – “I was wrong”
 Making restitution – “What can I do to make it right”
 Genuinely repenting – “I’ll try not to do that again”
 Requesting   forgiveness – “Will you please forgive 

me?”

• Reconciliation is the heart and work of God.

• God’s grace to me exceeds by far whatever grace I 
may give to others. (Matt. 18:21-35, 6:14-15; Col. 3:13) 

Verses 12-17
• The details of reconciliation have to be worked out. 

(Amos 3:3; Pro. 12:26) (It only takes one to forgive, two to 
reconcile, but a person must show through his actions

      over time that he is trustworthy before you trust him again.) 

Verses 18-20
• Reconciliation is a demonstration of the power of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. (2 Cor. 5:17-21; Rom. 12:18; Matt. 
5:9)

Sept. 30             “In Harms Way”                       Genesis 34
October 7       “Reignite the Fire”                  Genesis 35-36
October 14    “Chance or God?”     Genesis 37
October 21   “Sex and the City”     Genesis 38
October 28    “Fatal Attractions”     Genesis 39
November 4      “Living Proof”    Genesis 40-41
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Origins
(God’s Passion for People)

 



1)  Would you agree that conflict is a part of living in an 
imperfect world? If that is true how important are conflict 
resolution  skills?  How  can  conflict  actually  benefit  a 
relationship?

2) When it comes to relationships what are the two most 
natural  tendencies in dealing with conflict? Growing up, 
how did your family deal with conflict? What do you think 
Jacob was thinking in Gen. 33:1 and why did he divide his 
family and then go on ahead of them?

 
3)  Why  is  gentleness  an  important  way  to  disarm  a 
potential volatile situation? (Pro. 10:12, 12:18, 15:1, 25:15 
James 1:19-20) What does it  mean the more I  live for 
God’s honor the less my honor is offended?

4) Why does reconciliation involve apology? What are the 
Five  Languages  of  Apology  according  to  Gary 
Chapman/Jennifer  Thomas?  Why  do  the  details  of 
reconciliation need to be worked out (vv 12-17)?

5)  What do you think Jacob means “seeing your (Esau) 
face is like seeing the face of God” v10? (Compare with 
Gen. 32:30) How is reconciliation the heart and work of 
God?  To  the  degree  I  understand  and  receive  God’s 
forgiveness of me is to the degree I can offer it to others. 
Explain. (Matt. 18:21-35, 6:14-15; Col. 3:13)
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